WEEK BEGINNING MONDAY, AUG. 2nd, 1948 


MILTON STIEFEL ‘ 


Presents 


BRIAN AHERNE 


in 


“Che Beaux’ Stratagem” 


by 
George Farquhar 
with 


Carmen Mathews — John Merivale 


_ 


STAGED BY MR. AHERNE 


Assistant to Mr. Aherne—Arthur Marlowe 


Production Designed by Don Finlayson 


OLD LYME (a Rae Ps | BREAKFAST 
TEL. hat. $m = LUNCHEON 
NUMBER 4 Yt ET Bh 


“Famous for Its Good Food and Gracious wes 


BEE AND THISTLE INN 


OLD LYME, CONN. 


Luncheons - Dinners - Teas 
Recommended in Duncan Hine’s ‘“‘Adventures in Good Eating” 
HOTEL ACCOMMODATIONS 
For Reservations Telephone Lyme 388 


—CAST OF CHARACTERS— 


In the Order of their Appearance 


Bonniface, Landlord of the Inn....... Richard Temple 


Cherry, The Landlord’s Daughter Maureen Stapleton 


Aimweil | Two Gentleman of Broken for- i 
r tunes, the first as Master and the 
Archer | second as servant | ined Aherne 


John Merivale 


CHALKER’S 


ESSEX, CONN. “On the Square” Tel. Essex 7635 


Headquarters for Bendix Home Laundry Equipment 
Sales and Service 


Ask about the Bendix Automatic Dryer 


Che Country Squire inn 


Enjoy Your Luncheon or Dinner in one of the most 
pleasant places in Connecticut. 


WELL PREPARED FOOD - PROPERLY MIXED DRINKS 
INTERESTING OLD AMERICANA 


Outdoor (Screened) Dining Room, New Cocktail Patio 
Open for Lunch and Dinner Daily Except Monday 


LOCATED ON ROUTE 80, JUST EAST OF KILLINGWORTH CIRCLE 


For Reservations Phone Clinton 686 


Dorinda, Lady Bountiful’s Daughter Patricia Jenkins 


Mrs. Sullen, Lady Bountiful’s Daughter-in-Law 
Carmen Mathews 


Sullen, A Country Blockhead, brutal to his wife Guy Spaull 
Serub, Servant to Mr. Sullen Victor Beecroft 
Gibbet, A Highwayman Leonard Lord 


A Country Woman Alice Buchanan 


COUNTRY DINNERS 


Halfway Between 
BRANFORD and GUILFORD 
On U.S. No. 1, at Conn. 141 


STOP AT THE 


SILVER SPRUCE INN 


On Route 80 in North Branford — 30 Minutes From The Playhouse 


Home of the famous SMOR-GOOD-FOOD, Wed. & Sun. Eves. 
A Complete Menu every day - Dinners from $1.25 


Enjoy your favorite drink in our Phoenix Cocktail Lounge After The Show 


CAST OF CHARACTERS (Continued ) 


Lady Bountiful, A Country Gentlewoman, that cures all 
her Neighbors of all Distempers.. Mary Forbes 


Hounslow } Gibber’s Companions ( Robert Matheo 
Bagshot { ) Theodore Anzack 


Sir Charles Freeman, A Gentleman from London 
Coulter Irwin 


GRISWOLD INN 0.00047 
"Sih és. £27 Go 
pele Pes * a LUNCHEON 


DINNER 
SERVED ‘TILL 
F NINE 

fF In Cool Dining 


Rooms and 


Porches 


After-the-Theatre Pleasure 


The Covered Bridge 


Hear Your Favorites With BROCK at the Organ 


Our New Cocktail Room 


/ 


AFTER the Show... 


it’s the 


SHIP AHOY 


Dinners Till Midnite 
Drinks Till | A. M. 
Dancing Every Friday, 9-1 


CENTERBROOK ROUTE 80 ESSEX 7889 


—STAFF FOR MILTON STIEFEL— 


General Manager .... ve deving Stiefel 


Publicity Director . Allen Ludden 
Treasurer Scat merce Seer ; Gladys Whyte 
House Manager ...Theodore Anzack 
* * re xk * %* * 

Stage Director pee Edwin Philips 
Stage Manager... St OER Edward Strum 
Master Carpenter... ......Charles Rasmussen 
Master of Properties. ...................................... Bradley Gould 
Electrician a: Robert Matheo 
Sound and Effects Bac Jean Marshall 
Assistant Technician es Lonny Chapman 
Assistant Technician Bonnell Pearce 
Assistant Property Manager... Barbara Carruthers 
Assistant Electrician ........Peggy Eppenstein 

_M. L. Finlayson 


GUY WIGGINS ART SCHOOL - Essex, Conn. 


LANDSCAPE PAINTING: GUY WIGGINS—Tuesday and Friday, 9:30 a.m. 


FIGURE AND PORTRAIT: W. LANGDON KIHN—Monday and Thursday, 
9:30 a.m.—in all mediums. 


Saturday, 10 a.m., General Criticism and Lecture. 


Children’s Class Saturday, 9:30 a.m. PORTRAIT OR LANDSCAPE ONLY 
Registration Fee 
4 Weeks’ All-Inclusive Course . . 
2 Weeks’ All-Inclusive Course .. 
1 Week All-Inclusive Course ... 
5 Criticisms Per Week 


THE IVORYTON PLAYHOUSE 


“The Beaux’ Stratagem” 


In an 1808 edition of Farquhar’s plays I recently found the following preface 
by Mrs. Inchbald, which may amuse the audience. 


“It is an honour to the morality of the present age, that this most entertaining 
comedy is but seldom performed. 

The well-drawn characters, happy incidents, and excellent dialogue, in “The 
Beaux’ Stratagem”, are but poor atonement for that unrestrained contempt of 
principle which prevades every scene, Plays of this kind are far more mischiev- 
ous than those, which preserve less appearance of delicacy. In adorning vice with 
wit, and audacious rakes with the vivacity and elegance of men of fashion, youth, 
at least, will be decoyed into the snare of admiration. 

Charmed with the spirit of Archer and Aimwell, the reader may not, per- 
haps, immediately perceive, that those fine gentlemen are but arrant imposters; 
and that the lively, though pitiable Mrs, Sullen, is no other than a deliberate 
violator of her marriage vow. Highly delighted with every character, he will 
not, perhaps, at first observe, that all the wise and witty persons of this comedy 
are knaves, and all the honest people fools.” 

It is said, that this play was written in six weeks—it is more surprising still, 
that it was written by a dying man! 

Farquhar was an Irish gentleman of elegant person and bewitching address, 
who, having experienced the vicissitudes of life, as a man of fashion, an actor, 
a captain in the army, an author, a lover, and a husband; and having entoun- 
tered bitter disappointment in some of his adventures—though amply grati- 
fied by others—He, at the age of twenty-nine, sunk into a dejection of spirits and 
decline of health. It had only been actéd a night or two, when the author, in 
the midst of these honours, which he derived from its brilliant reception—died. 

As a proof that Farquhar was perfeetly sensible of his dangerous state, and that 
he regained cheerfulness as his end approached, the following anecdote is told: 

The famed actress, Mrs. Oldfield, performed the part of Mrs. Sullen, when 
thescomedy was first produced; and being highly interested in its success, from 
the esteem she bore the author; when it drew near its last rehearsal, she desired 


GENERAL ELECTRIC APPLIANCES 
Complete G.E. All Electric Kitchens 


Layouts and Estimates Given on Request 


SALES and SERVICE 


The Bomart Co., Inc. 


Telephone 7023 


7 MAIN STREET ESSEX, CONN. 


< 


Sig Se 
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COUNTING HOUSE 


ANTIQUE SHOP 


and 
ART GALLERY 


UPPER LANDING - - EAST HADDAM, CONN. 
ELEANOR & TOD GOULD 


Wilkes, the actor, to go to him, and represent—that she advised him to make 
some alteration in the catastrophe of the piece; for that she was apprehensive, 
the free mannér in which he had bestowed the hand of Mrs. Sullen upon 
Archer, without first producing a divorce from her husband, would offend 
great part of the audience. “Oh,’ replied Farquhar, gaily, when this message 
was delivered to him, “tell her I wish she was married to me instead of Sul- 
len; for then, without the trouble of a divorce, 1 would give her my bond, that 
she would be a widow within a few days.” 

In this allusion he was prophetic—and the apparent joy, with which he ex- 
pected this dissolution, may be accounted for on the supposition-—that the 
profligate characters, which he portrayed in “The Beaux’ Stratagem”, were such 
as had uniformly met with in the world—and he was rejoiced to leave them all 
behind. 

In spite of Mrs. Inchbald’s disapproval, “The Beaux’ Stratagem”, written in 
1707 for his friend, the great actor, Wilkes, has always been one of the most 
popular and widely played pieces of the English stage. One of the most de- 
lightful productions of all time must have been that in which David Garrick 
played “Archer” to Peg Woffington’s “Mrs. Sullen”. It is said that Archer was 
one of Garrick's favorite roles, and he played it for his farewell to the stage. 
Colley Cibber chose the part of Scrub. Lewis, Woodward, Charles Kemble, Rus- 
sell Thorndike, and Edith Evans are only a few names in the galaxy of stars 
who have appeared in this play. Sir Nigel Playfair, who himself played Gibbet. 
the role of Cibber’s choice, produced the play in London in 1929, with myself 
as Archer and Edith Evans as a scintillating Mrs. Sullen. 

The first performance in America was at Williamsburg, Virginia. in 1736, and 
the most recent, a revival by the Players Club at the Hampden ‘Theatre, New 
York, in 1928. 


Signed: 


Brian AHERNE 
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